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Distinctive Renovation + Adaptive Reuse

B l a c k b u r n  A r c h i t e c t s , P.C. is an expert full-service

architecture, planning and interiors firm located in Washington, D. C. and San Francisco.

 

People	 Places History

	 Office buildings

	 Churches

	 Auditoriums

	 Schools

	 Museums

	 Barns

	 Hotels

	 Banks

*Doing bus iness in  Cal i forn ia as Blackburn Archi tects ,  Inc .

American Pharmaceuticals Association	Berkeley Hotel	 Canal Square	 Culver Academies

CQ Press	 DAR Constitution and Continental Halls	 Universal North

First American Bank Headquarters	 Grafton Estate	 The Granary at Fort Dinwiddie

Hamilton Court	 Hazelwood Mansion	 Hopkins Candy Factory	Jelleff Boys and Girls Club	

Key Theater	 Marietta Manor	 Maury Hotel	Miss Sixty	 Mt. Vernon College

Oxon Hill Manor	 The Rosemount Center	 Schaufeld Farm	 St. Anthony's Church

St. David’s Parish Episcopal Church	 St. Stephen Martyr	 	Snow Hill Manor

Torpedo Factory Art Center	 Valley Vista	 Washington Episcopal School	

Quebec House Apartments	 Earl Allen East Capitol Townhouses
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Expert renovation and adaptive 
reuse can preserve and protect 
historically important structures 
and provide elegant solutions 
for contemporary needs. The 
qualities that distinguish 
Blackburn Architects are 
experience, expertise, design 
innovation and respect for the 
past. Blackburn Architects 
unifies technology and design 
with sensitivity for the existing 
structure. The result is a 
building that contains the best 
of the past and the present, 
creating timeless value that will 
hold its place in the future.

Hidden within every adaptive 
reuse project are challenges 
that can undermine the 
inexperienced. A technical 
understanding of the original 
construction of a building is 
critical in order to identify, 
anticipate, and prepare for 
the unexpected. Blackburn 
Architects’ 20 years of experience 
reflects centuries of cumulative 
wisdom in architectural 
restoration, design, construction, 
and project management. 

Blackburn Architects deeply 
appreciates the architectural 
gifts of the past. With both 
sensitivity to the historic 
significance of buildings and the 
special technical skills required 
for preservation, Blackburn 
Architects adapts structures 
and interiors for the most 
functional and efficient use. An 
extensive portfolio of renovation 
and adaptive reuse projects 
demonstrates again and again a 
superior ability to integrate new 
uses and modern technologies in 
historical buildings with  
artful results.

Working with the client in a 
well-defined process can prevent 
many potential pitfalls often 
inherent in adaptive reuse 
projects. Blackburn Architects 
provides honest communication 
and a hands-on touch to 
produce cost-effective service. 
Its responsive approach and 
technical expertise attract repeat 
clients and client referrals—high 
praise for the services provided.

“�Buildings should be reused, recycled, 

and reinvented. They embody energy, 

natural materials, and a spirit of their 

former selves.” – John Blackburn

 �Renovation requires an appreciation for architecture, 

insight and imagination to see what is possible, and the 

experience to know how to accomplish it.  Blackburn 

Architects recognizes the importance of preserving the 

built environment and embraces the special challenges 

of adapting older buildings for new uses. Whether 

renovating a residence, restoring a historic mansion or 

rescuing a building from demolition, an overarching 

respect for the historic importance of architecture is 

central to its work. 

It starts with function. “�Blackburn managed inventively to fit a lot into a tight little urban site… the  
building economically and dramatically improves conditions for all users.” 

– Cityscape, Washington Post

Experience.  The Blackburn difference.

D i s t i n c t i v e

R e n o va t i o n  + 

Ad  a p t i v e  r e u s e

Aesthetics and function Wisdom from experience History informs the present Communication, 
clients & results




